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AAC Honored For Role in
Forming ACN

At the Anglican Communion Network’s Novem-
ber “Hope and a Future” Conference, Canon
David Anderson, AAC President and CEO, spoke
on “Birthing the Anglican Communion Network,”
describing the AAC’s role in planning, developing,
and supporting the ACN. Following his remarks,
the ACN paid tribute to the AAC staff. A portion
of Canon Anderson’s presentation follows (full
text available on the AAC website):

“...Following the outrage of General Con-
vention 2003, Canon Martyn Minns and |
met with the Archbishop of Canterbury, off
the record, in September 2003 to discuss
possible solutions to the crisis. During this
meeting, the Archbishop first mentioned the
concept of a ‘confessing network of dioceses
and parishes’ to Martyn and me ...

“The AAC served as Secretariat provid-

ing staff and financial support. The Board
of Trustees voted to finance the Network
through June 2005 ... During that 18-month
period, the Network has built its organiza-
tion, hired staff and is a vigorous, viable
body with increasing recognition from
around the world.

“Now that we have successfully birthed
the Network, some of our AAC and ACN
supporters are somewhat confused about
our definitions and roles. Many around the
country tend to merge the two organizations
and don’t understand the distinctions. It is
important for us to understand that the ACN
and the AAC are both critical to realignment,
and each has a distinctive role. We work in a
close partnership, functioning in a comple-
mentary way.

“The ACN is an ecclesial body made up
of ecclesial bodies, that is, dioceses and
parishes. The AAC is a membership-based,
networking entity of laity, deacons, priests,

bishops, congregations, affiliated ministries,
and a limited number of dioceses. As a non-
ecclesial body that has worked within, but
never been under the auspices or authority
of ECUSA, its constitution, canons or 815
leadership, the AAC has inherent freedom to
move across classic hierarchical boundar-
ies within the Anglican Communion. The
AAC began with a vision and mission to
renew and reform ECUSA working within. As
events have unfolded and the crisis deep-
ened with no indication that ECUSA plans
to ‘choose to walk together with the Com-
munion,” our mission has remained centered
in the Great Commission, but our vision,
focus and arena of operations has expanded
to ‘the Americas’ We continue to work with
those who choose to remain in ECUSA, but
we have a significant number of individuals
and congregations who want no connection
with ECUSA and who have joined the AAC
because we work across the lines ...” ¢
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he American Anglican Council is a network of individ-
uals (laity, deacons, priests and bishops), parishes and
specialized ministries who affirm Biblical authority and
Christian orthodoxy within the Anglican Communion. In

response to the Lord’s calling and by His grace, we com-
mit ourselves to proclaim the Good News to every person
and to reform and renew the Church of Jesus Christ. We
are uniting in order to fulfill our apostolic mission and
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ministry, working to build a faithful Anglican witness in
the Americas.

Encompass is a monthly publication of the American An-
glican Council.

Publisher: The Rev. Canon David C. Anderson
Executive Editor: Cynthia P. Brust
Editor: Jennifer M. Abel
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